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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, IS 

SUBJECT: ADVERSE REACTION TO MESHEL'S TRIP TO U.S. 

REF: (A) TEL AVIV 5891, (B) TEL AVIV 5979 

1 . ISRAELI PRESS HAS REPORTED HISTADRUT SECRETARY 
GENERAL YERUHAM MESHEL'S APPEAL TO AFL-CIO PRESIDENT 
GEORGE MEANY FOR AMERICAN LABOR SUPPORT IN WHAT HE 
ANTICIPATES MAY BE A CONFRONTATION BETWEEN HISTADRUT 
AND THE GOVERNMENT. IT HAS ALSO NOTED HIS CRITICISM 
OF THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT'S INTRANSIGENCE ON TERRI- 
TORIAL QUESTIONS AND OF ITS SETTLEMENT POLICIES IN 
THE OCCUPIED AREAS, AS WELL AS HIS OPINION THAT IN 
RETURN FOR REAL PEACE ISRAEL SHOULD MAKE TERRITORIAL 
CONCESSIONS TO SYRIA, EGYPT AND JORDAN. HISTADRUT 
SOURCES HAVE DENIED THAT MESHEL PUBLICLY APPEALED 
TO MEANY FOR SPECIAL HELP, SAYING THAT HIS EXPLANATIONS 
OF THE GROWING DIFFICULTIES OF HISTADRUT-GOVERNMENT 
RELATIONS MAY HAVE BEEN MISINTERPRETED BY THE ISRAELI 
PRESS. PRIVATELY, HOWEVER, HISTADRUT SPOKESMEN HAVE 
EXPRESSED THEIR CONCERN OVER THE SHARP AND CRITICAL 
REACTION OF THE PRESS AND ADMIT THAT MESHEL MAY HAVE 
MADE A SERIOUS PUBLIC RELATIONS BLUNDER. 
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2. THE GENERAL FEELING, EVEN IN LABOR PARTY CIRCLES, 

IS THAT SUCH AN APPEAL TO A FRATERNAL MOVEMENT WAS 
UNPRECEDENTED AT A TIME WHEN THE HISTADRUT IS NOT 
ENGAGED IN AN OPEN CONFRONTATION WITH THE GOVERNMENT 
AND WHEN THE RECENT TREND, IN FACT, HAS BEEN TO AVOID 
PUBLIC CONFRONTATIONS. MESHEL'S CRITICS ALSO FEEL 
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THAT HE SHOULD HAVE SPOKEN OUT IN ISRAEL AND NOT IN 
THE U.S. THE LIKED FACTION WITHIN THE HISTADRUT HAS 
DEMANDED A SPECIAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING TO 
DISCUSS MESHEL'S STATEMENTS. JUDGING FROM LOCAL 
REACTIONS, THESE STATEMENTS ARE NOT LIKELY TO HELP 
HIM IN DEALING WITH THE GOVERNMENT ON CRUCIAL PRICE- 
WAGE AND LABOR LEGISLATION ISSUES UPON HIS RETURN. 

3. COMMENT: PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE MESHEL HAD 
INDICATED TO THE AMBASSADOR HIS CONCERN OVER WHAT HE 
CONSIDERED THE PROVOCATIVE AND HARD-LINE ATTITUDE 
WHICH THE GOVERNMENT WAS TAKING ON THE STATUS OF 
THE WEST BANK. MOREOVER, HE HAD BEEN ACCUSED BY 
VARIOUS FACTIONS WITHIN THE LABOR PARTY AND THE 
HISTADRUT OF BEING EXCESSIVELY COOPERATIVE TOWARD 

THE GOVERNMENT AND HAD BEEN CHALLENGED TO PLAY A MORE 
OUTSPOKEN OPPOSITION ROLE. THESE FACTORS, PLUS HIS 
FEELING HE IS THE ONLY LABOR LEADER WHO COULD CLAIM 
TO HAVE WON A SUBSTANTIAL ELECTORAL ENDORSEMENT AND 
A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF PERSONAL VANITY AND AMBITION, 

MAY HAVE LED HIM TO SAY MORE THAN HE SHOULD HAVE. 

HE MAY ALSO HAVE WANTED TO SHOW THAT BOTH AS LABOR 
PARTY AND TRADE UNION LEADER HE COULD MOBILIZE 
PERSONAL AS WELL AS IDEOLOGICAL SUPPORT. 

4. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY HISTADRUT SOURCES THAT 
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THEY WARNED MESHEL THAT U.S. PUBLIC INTEREST WOULD 
CONCENTRATE PRINCIPALLY ON THE EXTENT TO WHICH HE 
WOULD CRITICIZE THE BEGIN GOVERNMENT AND THAT HIS 
RESPONSIVENESS WOULD PROVOKE A NEGATIVE REACTION IN 
ISRAEL WHERE BEGIN CONTINUES TO ENJOY AN UNPRECEDENTED 
PERSONAL POPULARITY. REPORTEDLY MESHEL IGNORED 
THESE WARNINGS AND WAS SOMEWHAT TAKEN ABACK WHEN TOLD 
OF THE HOSTILE ISRAELI REACTION TO HIS STATEMENTS. 

HE THEN TRIED TO CORRECT SOME OF THE NEGATIVE IMPRESSION 
AFTER HIS MEETING WITH VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE 
ON AUGUST 30 WHEN HE STRESSED ISRAELI UNANIMITY IN 
OPPOSING NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE PLO AND THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF AN INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN STATE ON THE 
WEST BANK. 

LEWIS 
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